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When an interruption in a student’s life removes them from daily 
routines and learning environments, unmet social-emotional needs 
may interfere with academic progress. The purpose of this 
research was to explore methods to connect and accommodate 
students when displaced from the classroom environment during a 
crisis. In an ideal environment, students are provided with resources 
and support. However, K-5 educators and caregivers may not be 
properly equipped with adequate tools and professional 
development for students during displacement, which can impact 
academic and SEL development.  
 

ABSTRACT 
 

What strategies are utilized to connect with K-5 students when 
displaced from school during a crisis? 

• What are the perceptions of educators on students’ social-
emotional development during a crisis? 

• What are the implications on students’ academic development? 
• What are effective teaching methods in response to a crisis? 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

Social-Emotional Development 
• Academic achievement can take place once a child is secure, calm, 

and back in balance after a traumatic experience (Forbes, 2012). 
Academic Development 
• During a crisis, it is necessary for educators to find strategies that 

support students before expecting academic growth (House, 
2012). 

Effective Teaching Methods During Displacement 
• Coping skills must be taught to students are a young age to create 

a firm foundation for social-emotional and academic achievement 
(Sotardi, 2016). 
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Students’ well-being is a necessity during a crisis. Students’ social-
emotional needs are met when relationships between peers, educators, 
and caregivers are developed. During a crisis, SEL should be prioritized 
to build a foundation of stability for student advancement.  
 

 


